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Furmanreports

Furman designates 2006-07 as Year of the Environment
Beginning with Opening Convocation
on September 13, Furman will sponsor
a yearlong series of programs, lectures
and events to emphasize environmental
citizenship and encourage the development
of greater environmental consciousness
within the university community and
beyond.
To launch the Year of the Environment,
Opening Convocation will feature a talk
by Brad Wyche, a Greenville environmen
talist and executive director of Upstate
Forever, a non-profit group that combats
sprawl and encourages smart growth.
During the convocation Furman will award
an honorary degree to Arthur Blank,
president of Home Depot and owner of
the Atlanta Falcons. Blank focuses much
of his philanthropic efforts on sustain
ability and environmental initiatives.
On September 25-27, the Richard
W. Riley Institute of Government, Politics
and Public Leadership will host a confer
ence titled "The Environment: Critical
Issues in the 2 1 st Century." The confer
ence will feature a presentation by former
U.S. Sen. John Glenn, the first American
to orbit the Earth. Assorted activists,
journalists, business leaders and policy
experts will also be on hand for talks and
panel discussions on issues of state,
national and global import. For details,
visit the Web at www.furman.edu/riley.
Student involvement is vital to the
success of the university's sustainability
initiatives. With this in mind, Furman is
introducing a new concept in residential
living: the Environmental Community
of Students. ECOS is designed to increase
students' understanding of environmental
issues both on campus and worldwide.
Twenty incoming students who have
expressed interest in the environment
were invited to live together in a residence
hall. Participants will enroll in Furman's
introductory course in environmental
science and are expected to be leaders
in the sustainability efforts on campus.
Frank Powell, professor of health
and exercise science and academic

26

coordinator of sustainability initiatives,
will be the ECOS advisor. The students
will work closely with established student
organizations, such as the Environmental
Action Group (EAG), and with the
Environmental Sustainability Committee
to develop new projects. Among them:
Campus Sustainability Day, scheduled
for October 25.
Returning students are already in
tune with Furman's sustainability efforts.
Each year since 1 999, eight students have
lived in the Eco-Cottage, located beside
the lake along the road to the Bell Tower.
The Eco-Cottage features a range of
energy-saving devices, from solar panels
to low-flow showers, and the project affords
students and professors an opportunity
for real-time research into the effective
ness of energy conservation and sustain
able living.
Students are also working to produce
alternative fuels for campus use. Members
of EAG operate a small facility in which
they convert waste vegetable oil from the
dining hall into bio-diesel, a clean-burning
alternative fuel source that helps meet the
university's diesel fuel needs. In addition,
EAG is exploring student interest in

offsetting Furman's energy costs through
an annual student fee, which would go
toward the purchase of renewable energy
credits.
This year Furman has hired an intern,
James Wilkins, to work with students and
accelerate projects such as an organic
garden and a new composting initiative.
Wilkins recently earned a master's degree
in environmental studies from Antioch
College.
Construction at Furman continues
to follow the cost-effective, sustainable,
energy-efficient approach that guided
such recent projects as the James B. Duke
Library and Herman N. Hipp Hall. With
the $60 million Charles H. Townes
Center for Science, scheduled for com
pletion in 2008, the university is creating
a complex that will serve as a "living
building and laboratory." The Townes
Center, which will include two revamped
buildings (Plyler Hall and Riley Hall)
and two new buildings, will have such
environmentally sensitive features as
a solar aquatic treatment facility, solar
thermal panels, rainwater collection and
day-lighting systems.
In his 2006 President's Report,
which focuses on campus sustainability,
President David Shi points out that the
board of trustees has unanimously
endorsed Furman's efforts "to strengthen
our commitment to the environment by
promoting sustainability through educa
tional programs, campus operations and
construction practices, and public aware
ness initiatives." In 2004, the university's
revised strategic plan emphasized sustain
ability as an "essential commitment"
and "overarching strategic goal."
Pursuit of that goal, Shi says, "requires
neither pinched frugality nor holier-than
thou virtue. Its basic requirement is
a deliberate ordering of priorities so
as to distinguish between the necessary
and superfluous, the useful and wasteful."
To learn more about how Furman
is ordering its environmental priorities,
visit the Web at www.furman.edu/sustain.

